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MR. CounTryY SPECTATOR. 


SIR, 


Ir is incumbent on the profeſſor of 
every ſcience, to defend his profeſſion from 
the invidious attacks of thoſe who attempt to 
degrade it in the eſtimation of mankind. AE 
cannot therefore avoid animadyerting upon 
Q. Moody's letter publiſhed in youn ninth 
number, December 4, 1798: 
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It ſeems, he was unfortunately incloſed in 
the mail coach with two Muſicians, on their 
return from periorming in the late Oratorios 
at Hull; and they, ſuppoſing he had alſo been 
at that place, aſked him how he liked the 
performance; to which he very politely 


4 2 aniwered, 
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anſwered, that he had not been at Hull, 
and that he looked on all performances in the 
country with contempt.” 


This anſwer was certainly not calculated 
to render his coach-mates agreeable com- 
panions. «He was inſtantly ſaluted by a 
double baſe murmer of Indignation from 
his vis q vis, while a ſqueaking voice in the _ 
other corner cried out * it is a pity all leather 
ears are not nailed to the Pillory.” Indeed, 
from Mr. Q. Moody's following remarks, 
had his ears been as long as thoſe of king 
Midas, they would have well deſerved it. 


Perhaps, his readers will not be quite ſatiſ- 
hed, either with the propriety of the epithet 
* growling Dogs of harmony; or with his 
erudition, in the muſical terms he has uſed. 


From what language did Mr. Q. | Moody, 
der ive his enter-meſſes? J believe, from no 


ne uled in this habitable Globe. 


It 
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If he fancied he wrote Italian, he would 


have done well in confulting Bottarell!'s 


Dictionary, rather than have ſo palpably 


expoſed his ignorance. 


On his arrival in London, he was con- 


ducted, by his civil Landlord, to ſee the 


wild beaſts in the Tower. To count the 
curls on Sir Cloudeſley Shovel's wigg. To 
view the Giants in Guildhall. To ſee 
Rackſtrow's muſeum, &c. 


I ſhould pay an ill compliment to my 
readers underſtanding, to proceed farther in 
0. Moody's hiſtory of his hacknied tour: as 
he may find, in almoſt any novel, (the firſt. 
eſſay of a girl jult releaſed from the boarding 
ſchool) the ſame ſtory told with more humour, 
and in full as good a ſhle——The entering 
into a ſtage coach in the dark——the various 
toned voices that aſſailed the ear the con- 


jectures from whom thoſe voices proceeded, 
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the longing for the approach of light to 
ſatisfy their curioſity; and the wonderment 
when that light arrived, &c. 


That a man ſo totally inadequate to the 
taſk, ſhould preſume to tread in the ſteps of 
Addiſon, Steel, and Johnſon, is truly aſtoniſh- 
ing. Inſtead of attempting to wield the 


club of Hercules, I would recommend to his 


hands the diſtaff of Omphale. 


Pray, Mr. Shectalor, what do you think of 
his motto Ad mare per terras per tot dif- 
crimina rerum. Virg. 


To bathe I go, per tot diſcrimina rerum — 
e Mail coaches, Fidlers, and the ſtench of 


[ ſheer rum.“ 


What melodious verſification ! Poor 


Virgil! This is the firſt time thou wert ever 


introduced into ſuch company. Never 


before were thy ſentiments debaſed by ſuch 
doggrel Thyme. In truth, Mr. Q. Moody's 
letter 
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letter is ſo much beloy all criticiſm, that it is 
paying him too great an honor, even to notice 
it, were it not to rectify the judgment of 
ſome who might poſſibly be miſled by this 
dogmatiſt; and, at the ſame time, to defend a 
reſpectable part of the community, whom 
he has falſely and ſlanderouſly traduced in the 
following ſentence. | 


*I had frequently heard that the profeſſors 
*ot muſic by no means exemplified in their 
manners the elegance of that delightful 
*art; and I am now convinced by woful 
* experience, that this country does not 
* Gr odUCce wor fe company than Fidlers, and 
* that craſhes, and concerts, have ruined as 
* many of our youth, as the gaming table, or 
* the turf.” 


Hear this! and hide your diminiſhed heads 
ye writers and philoſophers, of almoſt every 
age 
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ageand country; even from Polybtus, down to 
Avwiſon. In vain have ye recommended the 
practice of muſic as an incentive to virtue. 
In vain have ye propoſed it as a neceſſary 
branch of education, to ſoften and humaniſe 
the mind.“ 


Behold a philoſopher who ſubdues all his 
predeceſſors; who attempts to conquer even 
reaſon itſelf. Alaſs! muſt I reply to him 
in the words of our immortal dramatiſt, © You 
* wear @ lion hide, doſf it for ſhame, and 
* hang a cafe s ſhin on thoſe recreant limbs. 


But to be ſerious; I will not doubt the 
truth of his two coach companions being 
drunk. It is poſſible to meet with a drunken 


Muſician, 


* « The practice of muſic, ”” ſays the BARON DE MonTESQUIEZU, is a 
«kind of medium between the bodily exerciſes that render men fierce; 
and ſpcculative ſciences that render them unſociable and four.” And 
again „but ſome will ask, why ſhould muſic be pitched upon preferable 
to any other entertainment? It is, becauſe of all ſenſible pleaſures, there 
ks none that leſs corrupts the ſoul” Spirit of laws vol. 1 p. 36. 
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Muſician; and ſo it is, with a drunken Par ſon. 
But would not your reverend correſpondent 
9. Moody have thought it very illiberal in me, 
for the vices of individuals, to have con- 


demned the whole body of the clergy - and 


yet he has done as much, by indiſcriminately 


abuſing all profeſſors of muſic. 


Under the degrading name of Fidlers, he 
has included performers in Oratorios and + 


Concerts. Does the name of Burney, or of 
Herſchel, fellows of the royal ſociety, deſerve 
no better an appellation, whoſe writings are an 
honor to human nature? Surely, yes. I could 
very eaſily furniſh him with a liſt of forty 
more profeſſors of muſic in this kingdom, 
any one of whom, even as an author, would 
appear, compared with this ſlanderer, © Hype- 
710n to a Satyr.” Mr. O. Moody, however, 
ſeems to be very little converſant, either with 

B the 
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the literary, or polite world, Juſt tranſlated 
from the Tens in Lincolnſhire he ſeems to have 
no other idea of a profeſſor of muſic, 
than he has annexed to ſome blind fidler who, 
trembling at his door, may haveimplored his 
charity in vain. 


But, Mr. Spectator. If this country does 
not produce worſe company then Fidlers, as 
he calls them, why did your reverend cor- 
reſpondent O. Moody, ſolicit the inhabitants 
of the town of Gainſbrough to have an organ 
and organiſt, introduced into the church? 
An organiſt, I inſiſt uppon it, comes under 
his deſcription of a Fidler. Has he then no 
more regard for his God, than to ſolicit. the 
introduction of a profligate character into 
the church, to become his affoctate, in per- 
forming the ſacred duties of our holy religion? 
Strange inconſiſtency! after ſuch an appli- 


cation 
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cation, to willify a whole body of men; and 
men too, whom the clergy, of all people Tel 
the world, ought to reſpe&. By whole 
means are the orphan children of the clergy 
educated and ſupported ; but by the talents of 
Muſicians? witneſs the annual muſical per- 
formances for this purpoſe at St. Paul's, thoſe 
for charity ſchools, hoſpitals &c. particularly 
in London; where, on all ſuch occaſions, 
(be it told to their honor ) Muſicians always 
perform gratis. Could the profe ſſors of any 
other ſcience, by their own art raiſe, for 
the poor and helpleſs, ſuch large ſums? I 
believe not. Yet, theſe are the men, that 
this calumniator has no better name for than 
Fidlers. That this country does not produce 
worſe company ; and whoſe performances have 
ruined as many of our youth, as the gaming 
table, or the turf; O ſhame, where is thy 
bluſh! Let this illiberal man know, that 

his 
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his own children, like thoſe of his poor 
brethren, may poſſibly be indebted for their 
ſubſiſtence, to the talents of thoſe very artiſts; 
whom he has ſo falſely and baſely ſtigmatiſed. 


As an old man; who, by the bleſſing of 
providence and my own induſtry, have 
acquired, what I eſteem, a competency, I 
ſpeak fearleſsly. Impreſſed with the impor- 
tance of that ſcience, which conſtitutes an 
eſſential part of divine worſhip ; which 
helps to feed the hungry, and to clothe the 
naked; to ſubdue the rougher paſſions, and 
to ſoften the heart; I glory in my profeſſion, 
and in exerting my poor abilities in defence 
of my deſerving, injured brethren. The 
younger part of them, I truft, will not be 
diſcouraged by illiberal defamers; but 
proceed with vigour in their career of im- 
provement. Let not the tongue of the 
{landerer © damp thieir noble rage, nor freeze 


* the gental current of the ſoul.” | 
Did 
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Did the world, in general, know the fund 


of ſcientific knowledge requiſite to form the 


character of a good theor:ſt in muſic ; and the 
difficulties a practical muſician has to ſur- 
mount, before he can arrive, even at a tolera- 
ble degree of perfection upon a ſingle inſtru- 
ment; profeſſors would riſe in eſtimation. For 
I am well aſſured, that it requires more 
genius,—length of time, and intenſe applica- 


tion to complete one great performer on the 


violin, than ſeem neceſſary, to qualify tzenty 


men of Q. Moodys attainmeuts o gain 


admilance into gur churches as 28 1 


ſhall conclude, Mr. Spectator, with wiſhing 


your reverend correſpondent, inſtead of 
calumniating a body of men, to whom his 
brethren, in particular, are ſo much indebted, 
had imbibed the following ſentiments, which 


would have been much more becoming the 


ſacred character of a clergyman. 


I eſteem 
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i eſteem my Jot fortunàte, in aid; in 
this happy country. The ſeat of liberty, of 2 
commerce, and of the fine arts as A - 
literary man, I reſpect the ſciences ; and, 4 
* far from attempting to degrade the character 
ol an artiſt, am thankſul for the inſtruction, 
or pleaſure I receive, from the exertion of 
his talents. Convinced by my.own wants, 
that I may be indebted to the loweſt indi- 
* vidual, I will cheriſh in my art univerſal 
te *þeneyoience to mankind; regarding every 
DYE * fellow creatui e, as wlink of that great chain 


$- 22 . 4. 


* by! belehnt the Almigh ty governs: the miete f 
1 am 
Mr. Country ER 


Your very obedient fervent 
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A Profeſſor of Muſic. 
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